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OPENING HYMN  737 – God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It 
 

 

Order of Service for  

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
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INVOCATION 
 

M The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All 

of us are born into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our parents we inherit a 

sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to 

eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptism he 

clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need 

not control us any longer. We recall what baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these 

words: 
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C Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and 

repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a 

new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

 

M As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am 

truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C Amen. 

 

 
The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
 

M In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have brought this 

child to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism that God grants the new 

life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this 

gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe. 

 

 
The minister applies water to the person presented for baptism as he says: 
 

 ____, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your 

baptism, you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven. May God 

strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 
Stand 
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EXHORTATION 
 

M Brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 

 Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are baptized. Christian love 

therefore urges all of us, especially parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever manner 

possible so that ____ may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to carry out 

this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 

C Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 

M Let us pray:  Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of baptism by which 

you offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism 

as the robe of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with special favor on 

____ and grant this child a rich measure of your Spirit that he/she may grow in faith and 

godly living. Make us willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been 

baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

C Amen. 

 

 

DUET (8:00) Speak O Lord 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M The Lord be with you. 

 
 

M   Let us pray.  Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think 

those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make 

our petitions according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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  The Word  


FIRST LESSON                  Acts 11:19-26 
Despite being shattered by persecution, the Lord’s love led the early Christians  

to share the Gospel with all whom they met.   

 
ACTS 11:19

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen 

traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 
20

Some of 

them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks 

also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 
21

The Lord’s hand was with them, and a 

great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  

 
22

News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 

Antioch. 
23

When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and 

encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 
24

He was a good man, full of 

the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.  

 
25

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 
26

and when he found him, he brought him 

to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers 

of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

 
 
SECOND LESSON         1 John 4:1-11 

Children of God carefully test the teachings of all who claim to be prophets  
and are moved by God’s love to love each other. 

 
1 JOHN 4:1

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 

from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
2
This is how you can 

recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 

is from God, 
3
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit 

of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.  

 
4
You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world. 
5
They are from the world and therefore speak from the 

viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 
6
We are from God, and whoever knows 

God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the 

Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

 
7
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 

born of God and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

9
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him. 
10

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL     John 15:9-17 
Jesus showed us the greatest love in laying down his life for us.  We now show our love for him by obeying his commands. 

 
JOHN 15:9

 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 
10

If you 

obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands 

and remain in his love. 
11

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may 

be complete. 
12

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
13

Greater love has no 

one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
14

You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 
15

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 

known to you. 
16

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—

fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 
17

This is my 

command: Love each other.” 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    458 - May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill 
 

 

 

  Sermon  
John 15:9-17 

 

No Greater Love! 
Guess How Much Jesus Loves You? 

1. Enough to lay down his life for you. 

2. Enough to call you his friends. 
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  Praise and Prayers  
 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MUSICAL OFFERING 
 
We appreciate the offerings given to support the work of God’s Kingdom  
      here and throughout the world.   
Offerings can be given in any of four ways: 

1. Set in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 
2. On the Calvary website: https://calvarydallas.org/give/ 
3. On your phone with the Give+ app (a Vanco product) 
4. Scan the QR code to the right… 

                                       
 
 

Give us a record of your visit through our online Connection Card.  The Connection  
Card tab can be found at the bottom right of any page of the Calvary website,  

https://calvarydallas.org or by scanning the code to the left... 

 

https://calvarydallas.org/give/
https://calvarydallas.org/
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Blessed God, You do not reject our prayers or remove Your steadfast love from us. Hear us now 

and answer us in Your love for Your whole Church and for all people according to their needs. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord of all, You make known the good news of peace through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Bless and 

direct the work of our missionaries, that in every nation there would be people who fear God, do 

what is right and, believing in Jesus, receive forgiveness of sins through His name. Lord, in Your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, Your Son in His incarnation took on our human flesh and was born of the 

Virgin Mary. He submitted to His mother, honoring and obeying her, in this way fulfilling the 

commandment where we have not. On this Mother’s Day, graciously accept our thanksgiving for 

our mothers, whom You have given to us. Teach us to honor them aright — loving, obeying and 

giving thanks for them, as is fitting in Your sight. Strengthen all women with child, and give them 

safe delivery. Comfort all women who long to have children but cannot, that they may find their 

consolation in You and Your unfailing love. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty Father, You rule this world by Your established authorities in ways that we do not 

always understand; yet in the name of Jesus, we may ask You anything freely as friends and sons. 

Bless our nation’s leaders and cause them to serve wisely for our good. Give earthly peace and 

justice that is in accord with Your commandments and the order You have revealed. Bring an end 

to injustice, violence and disdain for Your truth, and let us receive all good with thanksgiving. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God, the Giver of all that is good, grant Your healing and support to all who are in sorrow or 

need, sickness or adversity [especially _____________]. Give them also the gift of Your grace to 

accept and bear their crosses with faith in You, that finally they would be prepared to depart this 

life and receive the gift of eternal life in Your kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 749 - The Love of Christ, Who Died for Me 
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SENDING PRAYER 
 
M Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes from above. 

Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of 

Christ’s holy people, so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as 

long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

 

BLESSING 
 

M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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CLOSING HYMN          By Faith 
 Words and Music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend 

 

 

 
After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,  

keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing. 
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